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A Comparative Study of Traditional Early
Childhood Education of Indigenous Peoplein
Taiwan and New Zealand

Abstract

The early childhood education of indigenous people plays akey role
for national culture and hope. How to construct an appropriate context
and spirit for early childhood education of indigenous people? It is
necessary to trace the cultura roots of traditiona early childhood
education of indigenous people.

This essay contains six chapters. The first chapter is a preface which
demonstrates the motive, purpose, methods, procedures, ranges, and
limits of the research. The second chapter is to introduce the general
stuations of Taiwan' s and New Zealand' s indigenous people. Both their
situations are presented as the research’ s background for its time and
space orientation. The third chapter is to discuss and compare both their
literatures of their childhood education during 1890 to 1940, which isthe
foundation for the research. The fourth and fifth chapters are to actualy
analyze and compare both early childhood educationa experiences from
indigenous elders, which can help us understand traditional early
childhood education of indigenous people respectively. The sixth chapter,
through the jobs done in chapter four and chapter five, gives a whole new
vison and way to look at early childhood education of indigenous people.

The Bereday’ s comparative method is adopted in this research. The
methods such as narrative, analysis, interpretation, and comparison are
used in chapter four and chapter five respectively for the research’'s
purpose. Interviews were used to gather the essay’ s data. Also with the
help of my on-site collection and observation of their local literatures, |
can employ the comparative approaches on traditional early childhood
education of indigenous people to carry out the main purposes of this
research. The purposes are: first to record and retain the childhood
experience of indigenous elders, second to find the difference between
the reserved literature and the life experience of current New Zedland' s
indigenous people, third to make theinitia study on the traditiona early
childhood education of indigenous people, and fourth to use the gathered
data as our reference to implement our early childhood education of the
indigenous people.



In comparison with both elder’ s childhood experiences, the study
find that the current indigenous childhood education, which has to be
carried out through the formal education system, can make the future
teachers redlize the authentic outlines of the traditional early childhood
education of the indigenous people. Moreover, some inspirations from the
interviewed elders are asthe falows:

1. The wisdoms of indigenous elders on the eco-system isthe
foundation for indigenous children’ s education.

2. The natural environment is deemed to be a very important
educationd field for indigenous children.

3. When practicing indigenous education, we should render a
space to the indigenous children.

4. All of us should take the responsibility of carrying out
indigenous children’ s education carefully.

5. Re-integrating the consensus of the early childhood education
among the tribal communitiesis necessary.

Keywords Tawan indigenouspeople New Zealand indigenous
people traditiona early childhood education tribe of
Tayd tribe of Maori
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